SMART GROUP 25TH
ANNIVERSARY SEMINAR
ENVIRONMENTAL SESSION – INTRODUCTION:
NIGEL BURTT - ENJAYBEE ASSOCIATES
SMART GROUP TECHNICAL COMMITTEE VICE-CHAIR

AGENDA
TIMING

WHAT

WHO

13:45

Housekeeping and speaker introductions

Nigel Burtt

13:50

Environmental Regulation - Introduction

Nigel Burtt

14:05

Halide/Halogen-Free Challenges

Mike Fenner

14:40

REACH Regulation

Marion Quarrington

15:00

Coffee Break

15:30

Revamped Directives

Nigel Burtt

15:50

Global Environmental Legislation

Marion Quarrington

16:10

Practical Steps Discussion

All

16:30

Q&A

All

16:45

FINISH

WHAT IS ALL THIS
ABOUT ANYWAY?
• The environment, sustainable development
and “green” concerns in general are no
longer matters of minority interest
– Science, politics and fiction are intertwined in
a “Cat’s Cradle” (RIP - Kurt Vonnegut Jr.)
– Issues involved are now covered regularly by
all manner of mainstream global media
– Governments all over the world are
demanding are being swayed by this reporting
whether we believe all the details or not

SUSTAINABILITYNOT A NEW OPINION
“Live simply so that others
may simply live”
“There is enough on earth for
everyone’s need but not for
everyone’s greed”
20% of the world’s population consumes 80% of the planet’s resources
United Nations Environment Program 2007

ONE RECENT NEWS
STORY
• National Snow and Ice Data Centre (University of Colorado)
– The ice cap has lost 40% of its thickness over the last 40 years (2004)

• Two German ships have travelled from South Korea via Siberia, bound
for Rotterdam using the North-East passage, the first Western ships in
recorded history to do so. Possible due to an unparalleled ice melt this
year attributed to the effects of global warning.
•
•

– Daily Telegraph 11 Sep 2009
The shipping company sees the positive side of this in shortening the normal
journey by around 3000 nautical miles and saving €300K per ship in fuel,
which will of course help in cutting greenhouse gas emissions.
Six more journeys are already planned for 2010 with newer ships, where
savings of €600K in fuel per ship are claimed possible.

“GREEN AGENDA”
MOVIES – Minor releases
• Koyaanisqatsi: Life out of Balance
– Godfrey Reggio (1982)

• Powaqqatsi: Life in Transformation
– Godfrey Reggio (1988)

• Naqoyqatsi: Life as War
– Godfrey Reggio (2002)

AND MORE RECENTLY…
Worldwide cinema circuit releases

• An Inconvenient Truth
– Davis Guggenheim (2006)

• The 11th Hour
– Leonardo DiCaprio (2007)

• The Age of Stupid
– Franny Armstrong (2009)

AND NOW ONLINE…
Available to a huge global audience

• The Story of Stuff
– Annie Leonard (2007)
http://www.storyofstuff.com

• Home
– Yann Arthus-Betrand (2009)
http://www.youtube.com/user/homeproject

GLOBAL RESPONSE
• Governments all over the world are looking to
change the mindset and behaviour of businesses
and individuals
– International agreements, e.g.
• Montreal Protocol (Ozone depletion)
• Basel Convention (Hazardous waste)
• Kyoto Protocol (Greenhouse gases)

–
–
–
–
–

Public information and initiatives
Guidelines and Advisory Documentation
Policy Frameworks
Legislation and regulation
Taxation

PRODUCER
RESPONSIBILITY
• UK Law
– Environment Act 1995 – Part V
– Set out a Producer Responsibility Framework
for those who manufacture goods that
become waste at end of life, e.g.:
•
•
•
•

End of Life Vehicles Regulations 2003
RoHS Regulations 2006
WEEE Regulations 2006
Packaging Waste Regulations 2007

CORPORATE SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY
• UK Law - Mandatory
– Businesses must have a written Health and
Safety Policy signed by the MD/CEO

• ISO 14001/EMAS – Voluntary (for now?)
– Requires an Environmental Policy to be in
existence within the organisation, outlining the
policies of the company, not only to the staff but
to the public. The policy needs to clarify
compliance with Environmental Legislation that
may effect the organization and stress a
commitment to continuous improvement. The
policy should be signed by the MD/CEO.

ELECTRONIC WASTE
• UK government says that WEEE is its
fastest growing waste stream - 1.8million
tonnes per year
– http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/netregs/topics/WEEE/default.aspx

• EU figures show that WEEE is growing
three times faster than average annual
municipal solid waste generation.
• USA WEEE accounts for 1-3% of the total
municipal waste.

ELECTRONIC WASTE
IN CHINA AND INDIA
• Indian government has found that the amount of WEEE
is growing by 10% annually
– "The industry needs advanced e-waste recycling facilities which do not
pose a threat to both workers and to the environment. This can be made
possible with enactment of existing e-waste guidelines into legislation.“
(ELCINA - Electronic Industries Association of India)

• China’s National Statistical Bureau shows more than 15
million appliances disposed of as WEEE each year and
expects this to grow by 5-10% annually.
– but not just Chinese domestic waste stream that is a concern!
– waste from the West is often exported to China (perhaps back to where
it originated?) for treatment and disposal, illegally, in contravention of
international agreements and laws

UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES OF
OUR THROWAWAY SOCIETY

CBS News
“60 Minutes –
The
Wasteland”
August 2009

China:
RoHS/WEEE-like legislation
• Regulations for the Administration of the
Recovery and Disposal of Waste Electric and
Electronic Products
– AKA “China WEEE”
– Enters into force January 2011

• Measures for the Administration of Electronic
Information Product Pollution Control
– AKA “China RoHS”
– Enforced March 2007

China:
REACH-like legislation
• Measures on the Environmental Control of
New Chemical Substances (2003)
– Internal consultation process expected to
result in amendments to be more akin to
REACH
– Expected to incorporate a SVHC list
– Concern that eco-toxicity data used must be
generated and verified within China only.

BECOMING PRO-ACTIVE RATHER
THAN RE-ACTIVE?
• Crunch looms for green technology as China
tightens grip on rare-earth metals
– The Times May 28 2009
–

http://business.timesonline.co.uk/tol/business/industry_sectors/natural_resources/article6374603.ece

• China to cap exports of key metals
– CBC Canada News Sep 1 2009
–

http://www.cbc.ca/consumer/story/2009/09/01/rare-earth-minerals-china-export-computers.html

• Perhaps environmental regulation not just as
sustainable resource management, but also
partly as a political weapon, restricting
distribution of national resources overseas?

Global Metal Exports

http://www.worldmapper.org/

Global Metal Imports

http://www.worldmapper.org/

WE HAVE TO ENGAGE IN
THE DEBATE EARLY ON!
• When opportunities to respond to government
consultations on environmental regulation are
offered – TAKE THEM!
• No longer a moral or ethical choice that you
can make
– SIMPLY ANOTHER COST OF DOING
BUSINESS!
– MORE REGULATION WILL HAPPEN
UNLESS INITIAL VOLUNTARY STEPS ARE
TAKEN
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